HELLENIC AMERICAN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY

Minutes for Saturday, August 27, 2005

Present: Emmy Fearn, John George, Kay George, Virginia Lagiss, George Mattis, Loys Rodatos, Jim Vorrises

Absent:  Marina Papanikolaou, John Cambus, Anna Konstantopoulos, Demetra Panomitros, Helen Tombropoulos

Call to Order and Minutes of Last Meeting:  President George Mattis opened the meeting at 9:40 PM.  
Loys said that the minutes of the previous meeting (4-23-05) will be sent out shortly, with George observing that most of the minutes from the last meeting dealt with activities that have already taken place and will be discussed today.  Emmy agreed to write the minutes for today’s meeting with input and assistance from Loys.

Treasurer’s Report:  John George presented the status of our checking account as follows:  

•
a/o 4/30/05: $6, 928.72

•
a/o 5/30/05 & 6/30/05: $6,883.93

He also has received two more checks of $300 and $75, so that the account should total about $7,375 at the end of this month.  John also reported that the Gousias Scholarship Account (5% CD) contains $26,322.87, and that at the end of the year $750 will be automatically transferred to the checking account, so that it is available to pay out for scholarships at the Greek Letters Day Luncheon.
Membership Update:  

•
George reported that he has sent out renewal dues mailings to members who had not previously responded, and received about $300-$400 additional.  In total, he received $2,475 for dues and $1,075 for scholarship donations, all of which have been acknowledged by mail. There are still some long-time members who have not paid.  George will follow up with those members.
•
George prepared a mailing to members asking them for nominations for the Axion Award (due 9/30/05), advising people about applications for the scholarships (due 10/15/05), and telling the membership about other activities that are coming up.  He has also posted the information to Jim Lucas’ website and sent it to area churches.

•
George has also put together an update of the membership directory, which will be sent out at the end of September.

Past events

•
Plaque Dedication Pages in the Holy Trinity ad book: The Holy Trinity 100th Anniversary ad book was issued in May and contained the very nice speech by Father Kosturos which had been delivered in 2001 during the dedication of the Greektown Commemorative Plaque at the corner of Third and Howard at Moscone Center.  We all commended Loys for her effort in getting the speech into the book, but she expressed disappointment that the printing did not conform to what she had provided, which was a superior layout. Nevertheless, the consensus was that the book overall was well done.

•
Report on Plaque Condition:  Jim Vorrises reported that the vegetation around the plaque indeed is somewhat overgrown, but that one-half hour’s worth of maintenance once or twice a year would remedy the situation.  He noted that there was no graffiti or other problems.  While some members would like to see the plaque raised higher, there was agreement that the City would not see that as a priority, and that raising it would probably be costly.  Interested members will pursue considering how the plaque might be raised, including contacting Michael Katsoulis, who is a member of the San Francisco Park and Traffic Commission. [Subsequently, George checked the checked the plaque at 3rd & Howard.  He reported that the plaque is on clean ground, angled at about 35 degrees, and set at least 6 or more inches above ground, so that it can be easily read by any one passing by.  He said there is a nice background, with ivy behind the granite mounted plaque, and that the area was perfectly maintained.  George opined that no one should worry any longer about the plaque’s condition or placement, and Jim confirmed that.] 
•
Touloupas Dinner:  The Touloupas Dinner was a huge success, with 158 paid attendees and a small (~$160) net profit, which will stay in the UHAS account.  The only disappointment is that in the wonderful article about the event in the Hellenic Journal, no mention was made of the sponsorship by HAPS nor of the gargantuan and excellent organization by George Mattis.  This was a significant oversight, since George was the major force behind this event, receiving all reservations and organizing tables.  
Future Events
•
Plaque Commemorative Event:  There is also interest in having a 5 year Greektown Plaque commemorative event sometime in the spring (perhaps 4/30) which would include Fr. Michael and Mayor Newsom as well as other local dignitaries. Loys and Anna will co-chair that event.  Next month we will discuss the event again and consider possible venues for a reception.

•
Axion Award:  The deadline for nominations is 9/30/05.

•
Scholarship Applications:  The deadline is 10/15/05.

•
November Annual Meeting:  The tentative date is Sunday, 11/13, but Loys will check for conflicts.  The alternative date is 11/20 (although Jim believes that Annunciation has a brunch scheduled for that date + that is the weekend before Thanksgiving).  Emmy will confirm that Eugenia Berdali, a lecturer on ancient Greek culture, can speak on those days. [Note:  The date was later set for 11/20, because of a church calendar conflict on 11/13. Eugenia is available to speak, tentative title of her presentation is “The Birth of Science in Ancient Greece”.  She will need a  projector and screen.]
•
Christmas Party:  Members are interested in promoting an event to attract young people, possibly with a joint function with the Hellenic Law Society, which has a number of young members. Marina and Demetra will be asked to think about getting involved in this activity.     
Open Forum

•
Hellenic Journal:  There is concern that the Hellenic Journal is still not providing coverage of HAPS activities nor giving credit to HAPS when it is due.  For example, there was no mention of HAPS being so heavily involved in the excellent Touloupas Dinner, for which George did most of the organizing for that event (see above). In addition, several HAPS articles submitted by Virginia describing other events have not been published as promised by the editor Frosene Phillips Maniatis.  Frosene doesn’t seem to feel that there is interest from the Hellenic community in what HAPS is involved with. There was discussion about what could be done to remedy the situation, and Virginia will give attention to rectifying the situation.
•
Reception for Greek Sailors:  UHAS organized a reception for Greek sailors at the Mykonos Restaurant to raise money to help pay expenses for the Olympic sailing races held on San Francisco Bay. The board voted to contribute $100.

Next Board Meeting:  The next meeting will be on Saturday, October 1, at 9:30 AM at Holy Trinity.  At the next meeting we will discuss nominees for the Axion Award.

Adjournment:  We adjourned at 11:30 AM. 
Respectfully submitted,

Emilene J. Fearn

Secretary

